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This course offers the students opportunities to learn
about disasters in the context of school and educational
system. In many parts of the world, schools are
located in a certain geographical proximity within the
local community and are designated as, or end up as,
evacuation shelters. In community-based disaster
preparedness, schools have great potential as both
sites for teaching about DRR during the normal phase
and evacuation shelters that save lives, as exemplified
during the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan. As
demanded by the global cause for a multi-stakeholder
approach to establishing educational programs and
institutions that support children and youth groups
for DRR (Sendai Framework for DRR 2015-2030),
examining the many aspects that local schools can
offer is helpful in developing and planning community-
based DRR programs. This course covers a wide range
of topics related to schools and disasters, including
school building infrastructure for disaster preparedness,
managing evacuation centers at schools based on
lessons from Japan’s 2011 earthquake and tsunami,
how Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) can
contribute to DRR, and developing DRR curricula for

pre-service and in-service teacher training.
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